Abstract. The pholcid spiders Modisimus culicinus (Simon, 1893) and Micropholcus fauroti (Simon, 1887) are pantropical species that have spread around the world at least several decades ago. Here we present numerous new records for both species, most of which fall into the expected latitudes, i.e. between the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn (93 % and 87 % of records respectively). However, we also report the first records for M. culicinus from Central Europe (Germany and Czech Republic, >50°N) and the first European record for M. fauroti from outside of Belgium (Germany). The fact that in both species several specimens have been found at more than one locality suggests that they may already be in the stage of establishment and spreading in Europe. Finally, we present an updated identification key to the genera of Pholcidae in Europe. 
Even though invasion biology may suffer from blurry definitions of some of its key terms (Courchamp et al. 2017) , there is a wide consensus that invasive alien species (i.e. introduced species with negative biodiversity, social or economic impact) are a major cause of extinction and that they impose enormous costs on agriculture, forestry, fisheries, and human health (Clavero & García-Berthou 2005 , Wittenberg & Cock 2001 . The causes are manifold, but a study on the impact of various socioeconomic, ecological, and biogeographical variables on the number of invasive alien species identified merchandise import as the most important explanatory variable (Westphal et al. 2008) . Given the tremendous increase in real merchandise trade growth over the last decades (a four-fold increase in volume between 1980 , World Trade Organization 2013 , the increasing interest in alien species is timely and justified.
The spider family Pholcidae currently includes some 1500 named species (with an estimated global total of about 4000-5000 species), mostly in tropical and subtropical regions (Huber 2011b (Huber , 2014 (Huber , 2017 . Several species in the family have spread over wide geographic areas, and circumstantial evidence suggests that human-mediated transport has been responsible for most if not all transcontinental distribution ranges (e.g., Fürst & Blandenier 1993 , Huber 2011a , Huber et al. 2015 . In Europe, Pholcidae are among the families with the highest numbers of introduced species, together with the much larger families Theridiidae and Salticidae (Kobelt & Nentwig 2008 ).
However, none of the alien pholcid species in Europe and on other continents seem to cause or to have caused any measurable harm. Most or all seem to prefer human constructions and environments to natural habitats; they may compete against each other (e.g. Van Keer 2007), but none has been shown to replace native species; and none has been shown to harm humans directly by biting. By contrast, synanthropic pholcids could be even beneficial, e.g. by predating on mosquito vectors of dengue virus (Strickman et al. 1997) , or (from a scientist's perspective) by serving as readily available model organisms for a wide range of studies (as e.g. in the case of Pholcus phalangioides).
Nevertheless, since the consequences of species introductions are often unexpected (and sometimes disastrous) (Wittenberg & Cock 2001) , it is probably wise to report and monitor introduced species as early and closely as possible. Only this will allow a reasonable response, ranging from complete eradication to toleration and consideration of the alien species as enrichment to local biodiversity (Walther et al. 2009 ).
Material and methods
Specimens studied are deposited in the following institutions: AMNH, American Museum of Natural History, NewLocality coordinates are in round brackets when copied from labels and original publications or when received directly from collectors, in square brackets when originating from some other source (such as online gazetteers, Google Earth, etc.). The distribution maps were generated with ArcMap 10.0. (Figs 1-3 (Figs 1-2) . Natural history. Most records of M. culicinus are from buildings where these spiders occupy sheltered spaces near the floor. They build simple irregular webs in which they hang, but when disturbed they do not vibrate but swiftly run away (Huber 1997a) . Some aspects of the reproductive biology of this species were published in Huber (1997a Huber ( , 1997b Huber ( , 1998a , including details of genital mechanics and evidence for gustatorial courtship.
Results

Modisimus culicinus (Simon, 1893)
Distribution. Modisimus culicinus originated from the Neotropics (probably Central America or the Caribbean) but is now a pantropical spider, with most records from between the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn (23.4°N and 23.4°S). The only exceptions so far are the Florida and Massachusetts records in Gertsch & Peck (1992) Diagnosis. Small (body length ~2-3 mm) pale pholcid with eight-eyes, globose abdomen, long legs (male leg 1 ~25 mm), male paracymbium ('procursus') with long dorsal process (Fig.  7) , female internal genitalia with internal dark median structure visible through cuticle . Natural history. Most records of M. fauroti are from buildings where these spiders build very flimsy webs in corners between walls and between the wall and ceiling. during the day, their bodies are tightly pressed against the substrate, with the prolateral sides of the flexed legs touching the wall. It seems that the biology of this widespread species has never been studied in any detail. Distribution. Micropholcus fauroti is a pantropical spider, with most records from between 25°S and 31°N. The only exceptions so far are some Belgian records (Van Keer & Van Keer 2001 , 2004 , Van Keer 2007 and the new record below from Germany (Figs 8, 9 ). The species is here newly recorded for several countries: Germany, Angola, Egypt, Tanzania Irie (2000) , Mello-Leitão (1929 ), Millot (1941 , 1946 ), Penney (1996 , Pérez González (1995) , Petrunkevitch (1929) , Saaristo (2001) , Simon (1887), Song et al. (1999) , Thorell (1895 ), Van Keer (2007 , Van Keer & Van Keer (2001 , 2004 (9.944°N, 123.368°E), 24/31.iii.2014 (S. Huber), 1) 2((, ZFMK (Ar 16151-52). Luzon, Camarines Sur Prov., Naga (13.624°N, 123.188°E), 10 m a.s.l., in building, 23.ii.2014 (B.A. Huber), 2)) 2(( 1 juv., ZFMK (Ar 16153); same data, 1) 2(( in abs. ethanol, ZFMK (Phi228).
Updated key to the genera of Pholcidae in Europe
The following key uses the concept of "Europe" in Spiders of Europe (Nentwig et al. 2017 
